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The Ecclian 
Society 

Dedicated to the 
preservation 

and enhancement of 
Eccleshall, 

a unique country town 
of historical interest 

 

Volunteers always needed 

to help keep Eccleshall 

looking good. 

Do come and join us! 

  
Contact Helen Holden on 07443337768 

helenholden@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Slindon Hall Charitable Trust 
would like to bring to your 

attention an educational and 
vocational grant that is available 

for all young people up to the age 
of 22 years living in the 

WARD of Slindon. 
 

For further information and 
application form 

please contact the Secretary 
Lorna Sant, Eastfields Farm, 
Slindon Tel. 01785 850678. 

 

Please pass this information on to 
anyone in the ward who does not 

receive the parish magazine. 
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You drench its furrows and level its ridges; you 
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Loading service available 

 

 

Jake Brown 
 

Quality Creative Paving 
 

Block paved drives 
Paths & patios 

Earthmoving-Drainage 

 
 

Fully insured 
Est. 1988 

 
 

Award winning landscapers 

Mob: 07967 838666 
01785 250779 

Sparkling Solutions by Hellena 

Quality Cleaning Service 
 

Domestic & Commercial 
Regular or Occasional Cleans 
20% Off Your First Service 
Covering Eccleshall & all 
  Surrounding Areas 
Tel: 07951999723 
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 Holy Trinity & St. Chad's 
Celebrating Christ    Proclaiming Christ    Growing in Christ 

A letter from our Vicar, Revd Phillip Johnson 

I’m currently writing this as we begin our final preparations for Holy Week 
this year. Hopefully everything will go off without a hitch and people will 
get to experience the full spectrum of emotions during this major festival. 

Our attention now turns to the season of Eastertide culminating in 
Ascension Day and Pentecost, and setting us up 
nicely for Trinity Sunday. In years gone by there 
was a procession on Trinity Sunday through the 
village (they did like a procession…) and I found 
last week a magnificent photograph of one in 
the 1950s. How anyone was able to see anything 
in church with all those hats is a mystery to me. 

It did though lead me to reflect on the public 
nature of our faith (or the lack of it). As the 
twentieth century went on, religious observance 
started to retreat into something very personal 
and private. Something you were welcome to do 
as long as no one else knew about it. There are 
exceptions to this – carol singing for instance has still survived. Yet, our 
predecessors used the seasons and events of the church as excuses to get 
together, to have parties, to find ways of being community. Interestingly, 
whenever there are events like this (the D Day remembrance on 6th June 
springs to mind), people always remark afterwards that they really enjoyed 
coming together and that they really valued being with other members of 
the community. Many people remark that Eccleshall and Slindon are lovely 
places to live, and that is in part, because of the deep connections between 
people who live here.  

Public events aren’t a test or show of faith. There’s no exam to check that 
your belief is sufficiently robust. They are an ancient way of showing 
solidarity or being present with others. I hope that in the next few years we 
provide more ways for members of the parish to come together for a 
variety of reasons – both faith based and community focused. 

God Bless, Revd Phillip 
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Electrician Service 
with a smile 

Offley Hay 
Village Hall 

Mere Rise, ST21 6HH 
 

A superb country setting 
for regular clubs and groups 

to meet as well as those 
special occasions 

and events. 
 

www.offleyhayvillagehall.co.uk 

AWARD 
Electrical 
07737 187014 
awardelectrical.co.uk 

• Extra sockets, security lighting 
• Replacement showers 
• Consumer Unit upgrades 
• Landlord and home buyers’ 

reports (EICR) 

Fully qualified 
and accredited, 

inc. part P 

http://awardelectrical.co.uk/
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 Prayer for the Month 

Praise be to the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade 

 – kept in heaven for you. 
Holy Bible New International Version. 

This prayer forms part of the opening of St. Peter’s first Epistle in the 
New Testament. He is offering his praise to God for the great miracle of 
Easter Day – Jesus rising from the dead to offer us “a living Hope … kept 
in heaven for you”. He invites us to share in that praise and in that great 
Christion hope which Easter promises us. 

As an experiment, and with “Prayer for the Month” in mind, I asked my 
computer – the A.I. part called Copilot - to write me a prayer for Easter. 
Quick as a flash it produced a prayer saying all the right things, 
including a thanksgiving for the hope of new life that St. Peter 
expresses. It describes its words as “a prayer from the heart”. But … 

from the heart? I don’t think my computer has a heart, nor does 
Artificial Intelligence in general. They can produce clever and original 
material, but they do not contain human emotions or personal faith. 
This is just something to bear in mind in the endless discussions we 
shall be having about A.I. in the coming years. 

True prayer comes from the heart. It is never just an intellectual 
exercise. The Easter prayer quoted above comes from the heart of St. 
Peter. He is expressing his heartfelt joy at the blessings that Easter 
brings: the sure knowledge that Jesus, put to death on the Cross, is now 
gloriously alive. He rejoices in what this resurrection life has achieved 
for us – the assurance of the eternal life which begins here and now 
and is “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in 
heaven for you”.      

I hope that your prayers and mine this Eastertide will reflect that joy. 
The Easter message lies right at the heart of our Christian faith. My wish 
for you today is that you will all have a truly happy Easter. 

Revd Stephen Cooke                                                                               
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Domestic & Commercial Electrical Installation, Repairs & Maintenance 
 

• New installations  

• Rewires 

• Fuseboard replacements/updating 

• Inspection & testing 

• Part P ELECSA Registered Contractor 

• All work fully guaranteed and insured 
 

For free advice and quotations contact Mick Silvester 

Tel: 01785 282401     Mobile: 07976 391226     Email: besmsilvester@live.co.uk 
 

Local fully qualified electrician with over 30 years experience 
 

For a friendly, reliable and efficient service … 

Ltd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eccleshall Community 
Centre 

Offers a large hall with stage, 
kitchen and 3 other meeting 

rooms. 
Free WIFI. 

Disabled access. 
Large car park. 

Reasonable rates. 

Details from 

Mrs. E. Dale 850124 
Email: libbydale@tiscali.co.uk 
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 St Chad’s News 

A poem I mentioned some time ago in the Trinity Magazine was 
brought to mind recently with the wild wet weather this winter:- 

          “ No land” said Noah,  

          “ There is not any land. 

          Oh Rabbit, Rabbit, can’t you understand?” 

          But Rabbit shook his head: 

          “ Say it again” he said. 

These are the opening lines of a poem by Hugh Chesterman I love and 
learnt as a child for verse-speaking exams at school. Although we don’t 
quite need a Noah’s ark to save us from drowning these lines come back 
to me as I drive the short distance to St Chad’s. There are floods as deep 
as fords across the lanes, the ditches are overflowing and the 
surrounding fields have lying water looking like mini wetlands for 
wildlife. The church thankfully seems safe from all this; no water 
lingering on the paths, no splashy puddles and daffodils happily nodding 
knowing that spring is just round the corner. Here Mother Nature seems 
unaffected by excess rainwater! 

A small alabaster statue was witness to a 
special service at St Chad’s in early March. This 
was of our patron saint St Chad whose feast day 
on 2nd March is remembered annually by 
Slindon parishioners on the nearest Sunday. 
Each year during the service the little figure, 
normally on a shelf in the vestry, is given a 
special place of honour on a stand near the 
pulpit as a poignant reminder of this saint. St 
Chad spent a lifetime of prayer and religious 
studies and was loved by everyone for his great 
humility, kindness and piety. Eventually he 
became first Bishop of Lichfield and died on 
2nd March 672AD. The magnificent reredos above the altar includes a 
figure of St Chad and he is depicted in the east window. A life-size statue 
also stands in an external alcove on the south east wall of the church. 

Continued on page 11 
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Continued on page 13 

Continued from page 9 

HOLY DAYS - 9th April - Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 

Lutheran pastor and martyr   

Standing up to tyrants, no matter what the cost. That kind of courage has 

been in the headlines since the war in Ukraine began, as many brave 

people have defied Putin’s oppression. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer did not have Putin to contend with, but Hitler. 

Bonhoeffer did not back down either, when the time came. 

Bonhoeffer grew up with no thought of ever defying the leader of 

Germany. Nothing could have been further from his mind or background. 

Born at Breslau in Silesia (now the Polish city of Wroclaw) in 1906, 

Bonhoeffer was the son of an academic. In 1912, his father was appointed 

to be Professor of Psychiatry and Neurology at Berlin university and so the 

family moved to Berlin.  

Bonhoeffer never even considered going into politics. Instead, he studied 

theology in Tubingen, Berlin and New York, before returning to Berlin as a 

lecturer in theology in 1931.  

But though Bonhoeffer did not chase political trouble, it soon came to him. 

For on 30th January 1933 Adolf Hitler, leader of the National Socialist 

German Workers' Party, had come to power. His totalitarian approach left 

no room for anyone in public life to disagree with him. Including anyone in 

the two major churches - Lutheran and Catholic.   

But Bonhoeffer refused to be compliant and joined the Confessing Church, 

The closing lines of Chesterman’s poem give a hint of hope to us all. 

            “Or will there  come a day 

             When the green earth will call me back to play?” 

              Noah bowed his head: 

              “Some day…..some day……,”he said. 

Diary dates: 

  Sunday 21st April  St Chad’s AGM  12.30pm 

     Sunday 5th  May  Rogation Service at Brockton Farm    11.30am 

Anthea Treanor 
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• Fencing 
• Gates 
• Patios 
• Brickwork 

 
For a free quote please contact 

Mark on 

07753 634926 

 

 

 

Great Bridgeford 
Village Hall 

 

ONE OF THE BEST-
MAINTAINED VILLAGE HALLS 
IN THE COUNTY, IS AVAILABLE 

FOR HIRING FOR PRIVATE 
PARTIES AND FUNCTIONS AT 

REASONABLE CHARGES 
 

Ample car parking 
facilities 

************* 

For details, contact 
Leslie Longstaff 

Tel: 01785 282582 
www.greatbridgefordvillagehall.org.uk 

 

A.G. JONES, BUILDER 

HOME FARM 
INTERIORS 

 Established 1995 

 
Specialists in Quality  
Curtains and Blinds 

 
Curtains - Blinds - Pelmets - Accessories 

Fabric - Wallpaper - Tracks & Poles  
Expert measuring and fitting service 

 

Tel: 01785 284858 

Home Farm, High Offley Road, 
Woodseaves, Stafford, ST20 0LH 

 

info@homefarminteriors.co.uk 
www.homefarminteriors.co.uk 
Visitors welcome by appointment 
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Continued from page 11 

Quotes - With the Easter season in mind… 
Of all the things that will surprise us in the Resurrection morning, this I 
believe, will surprise us most: that we did not love Christ more before 
we died. - J C Ryle 

God fits our souls here to possess a glorious body after; and He will fit 
the body for a glorious soul. - R Sibbes 

Man's way leads to a hopeless end - God's way leads to an endless 
hope. - Anon 

Jesus can be contacted 24 hours a day: just go on-line via your knee-
mail. - Anon 

 

which had formed in opposition to the takeover of the Lutheran Church. 

The Confessing Church also opposed Hitler’s attempts to force 

antisemitism on the church and society.  

Bonhoeffer was in America when war broke out in 1939, but he returned 

to Germany. He said: “I shall have no right to participate in the 

reconstruction of Christian life in Germany after the war, if I do not share 

the trials of this time with my people.”   

Back in Germany he joined the underground anti-Nazi opposition and 

worked hard to oppose Hitler. In 1943 he was arrested and imprisoned at 

Tegel prison in Berlin. The involvement of many of his contacts in the July 

1944 plot to kill Hitler may well have sealed his fate. He was finally moved 

on to Flossenberg concentration camp. 

In April 1945, as American troops were approaching the camp, Bonhoeffer 

was hanged. The last words of this brilliant and courageous 39-year-old 

opponent of Nazism were: “This is the end - for me, the beginning of life.” 

Bonhoeffer left a great legacy behind him. His writings, and especially his 

Letters and Papers from Prison, have inspired many trying to make sense 

of persecution and needless suffering. His 1937 book The Cost of 

Discipleship is described as a modern classic. 
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Eccleshall 
Parish Room 
at Holy Trinity 

 

Provides 
• Central & Convenient Location 

• Seating for 60 theatre-style or 40 dining-style (during Covid 

Times to allow for social distancing) 

• Ideal Room for Receptions, Celebrations & Family Parties 
• Modern Catering Facilities 
• Cloakrooms, Toilets & Facilities for those with Disabilities 
• Available 7 Days a Week 
• Competitive Rates 

Website: www.eccleshallparish.com/parish-room 
 

CONTACT 

All are welcome to 

COFFEE AND 
FELLOWSHIP IN THE 

PARISH ROOM 

10.00 – 12.00 noon on 
Wednesdays 

April 10th and 24th 

May 8th and 22nd  

No entry charge. Hot drinks 

and a biscuit £1. Please 

contact Ann Braithwaite on 

851114 if you 

would like to be on 

a rota to help 

serve/welcome. 

 

 
 

Cycle service, repair and maintenance for all 

types of bikes. Whether you need your kids’ 

bikes checking over or you are planning a tour 

of the Alps, we can help prepare or repair 

your bike ready for on road or off road 

adventures. 

We are based in Eccleshall and will pick up 

your bike, carry out necessary work and return 

it when completed. 

Professional, courteous and prompt service. 

Give us a call for all your cycle issues. 

Call Jon:   07736 580780 

e-mail:    respokeworkshop@gmail.com 

facebook: respokecyclesuk 

website:   respoke-cycles.co.uk 

mailto:respokeworkshop@gmail.com
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 Stained glass condition survey at Holy Trinity 

A full condition survey of the stained and leaded glass at Holy Trinity 
Church was undertaken on 5 March.  The survey team, spearheaded by 
Jamie Moore, Managing Director of Sandycroft
- based Recclesia Stained Glass, spent an 
entire day meticulously examining and 
photographing all of the glasswork, inside and 
out.   

Jamie will tell you that it is vital to thoroughly 
understand the condition of a window before 
attempting a scheme of conservation 
treatment.  With the help of a portable digital 
microscope, the team discovered that several 
north elevation windows show signs of organic 
growth which is invisible to the naked eye.  
Organic growths are not a good thing; they can trap moisture and corrode 
the glass if left to fester, so early detection and intervention is essential. 

Fortunately for Holy Trinity’s beautiful Victorian glass, Recclesia Stained 
Glass is a specialist company in the conservation and repair of historic 
stained and leaded glass.  Their parent company, Recclesia Ltd., 
specialises in stone and metal conservation; relevant skills, as restoring 

stained glass windows often involves repairs to the surrounding 
stonework and the metal tie bars which hold the glass panels in place.  
Recclesia has done extensive work throughout the UK and abroad.  Its 
client list includes Historic England, National Trust, Cadw, Birmingham 
Cathedral, Chester Cathedral and Coventry Cathedral. 

We look forward to receiving the survey results soon, so that a 
comprehensive plan of conservation works can be enacted to preserve 
Holy Trinity’s glass heritage for future generations.  More news to come! 

Barb Johnson 

Image: Jamie Moore and Carlotta Cammelli examine Holy Trinity’s stained 
glass using a digital microscope attached to a laptop. 

Do you have a favourite? We’d love to see a photo of your favourite 
window in Holy Trinity or St Chad’s with your reason for why you like that 
particular window! (Email us at parishmag.eccleshall@gail.com) 
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Call Gary your local 
aerial-man for 30 years 

Trinity Men’s Fellowship Update 

There has been great activity in the TMF over the last few 
months. During the winter months we do not have our walks and 
lunches but instead we have monthly evening meetings in the 

Parish Room. We also participated in the Christmas Tree Festival at Holy 
Trinity by running the Tombola stall, acting as stewards, welcoming visitors 
at the door and we had our Christmas tree on display. The tombola raised 
£925 towards the church funds. 

In January we had our traditional “Not the Christmas Lunch” which was 
really well attended by members and their partners. The food and service 
at the Cock Inn at Woodseaves was excellent. We held a raffle at the 
function and this raised another £121 to give an overall total of £1046 
towards Holy Trinity funds. 

At the end of January we held our AGM at the Parish room. This was well 
attended and started with coffee/tea and biscuits provided, prepared and 
served by our Chai Wallahs. They look after us SO well at all functions in 
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 the Parish room. At the AGM, after the TMF Grace, we had reports from 
the Chairman and Treasurer, the Committee were re-elected and TMF 
members agreed to increase our charitable donations. The programme 
for 2024 was outlined and we looked forward 
to starting the year with a talk in the Parish 
Room by our Chairman, John, on “The History 
of Glass Making in Eccleshall”.  

John's talk was excellent, concentrating of the 
manufacture of glass in this area. The first 
glass production in the Eccleshall area was as a 
result of Bishop Overton who encouraged 
several glass producing families to come and 
set up furnaces in Bishops Wood in 1580. 
These were very productive as the wood for 
heating and sand for the production of the 
glass were abundant. The Bishops Wood 
craftsmen produced glass bottles and similar 
containers. However, in 1615, the 
Government banned the use of 
wood as fuel for glass production so 
the glass production moved away 
and was relocated around the 
Newcastle upon Tyne area using the 
coal from that area as fuel.  John 
also told us about three main types 
of glass including the Quartz glass 
with which he worked during his 
time at Quickfit and Quartz in 
Stone. He later worked with the 
very high melting point Silica Glass 
making very specialist objects. 

The first walk for this year will be at Norbury Junction when, after the 

walk, we will meet up with members not participating in the strenuous 
activity (amble) at the Junction Inn for lunch. 

Your Junior Correspondent (David S.) 

The remains of a wood-burning glass 
furnace in Bishop's Wood  
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 The Latest Buzz 

Recently Keith announced I was to keep a particular Saturday in February 
free. The Saturday was near Valentine Day – how exciting. Where could we 
be going: - a spa, a restaurant, a chocolate shop?? We went to Telford …… 
to The Beekeeping Show. 

We had never been before. The Beekeeping Show is the premier UK 
beekeeping trade show and the second one held in Telford. It was a quiet 
pleasant surprise. We left home around 8.30 am and were amazed that by 
the time we arrived the large number one car park was full. Beekeepers are 
apparently a keen lot. 

As we got to the show people were already leaving with trolleys/carts and 
bags packed with hives, frames and everything a beekeeper might want. It 
was amazing how many different accents we could hear – people from 
round the UK were here – although the Yorkshire accent was loudest. 

Inside there were suppliers, exhibitors and UK manufacturers as well as 
those from Europe and Worldwide.  The show was for beekeepers of all 
types, scales and experience.  The first stand we saw had the most fantastic 
display of bee suits – ranging from £245+!!! However the show did cater for 
all budgets. This beekeeper will be washing her suit and hoping it lasts 
another year.  

Keith and I decided our first bee keeping show would be largely a 
reconnaissance trip. However we did buy one experiment - for one of our 
hives we bought plastic super frames which are meant to last about 3 times 
as long as regular super frames (a super is the box on each hive containing 
12 frames from which we harvest honey). We will see how this works and if 
it’s as environmentally friendly as it claims to be. I’ll  let you know at the 
end of the year. 

There were lots of the seminars and demonstrations. More of that in a 
future ‘The Latest Buzz’. 

Most importantly the coffee and bacon sandwiches were great. Hope your 
Valentine was equally as good. 

Eccleshall Bees 

PS * Honey Bees have 170 odorant receptors and a sense of smell 50 times 
more powerful than a dog.   *Bees have 5 eyes. 
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Our Community in Focus 

Each month we shine a light on a local community group or charity. If you 
would like your group to be featured in a future edition, email 

parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com  

Suicide support and prevention 

If you have attended Holy Trinity or St Chads, then you may well have 
heard Revd Stephen Habgood mention the suicide of his son Christopher, 
who died on 2nd March 2009, or his work with a couple of suicide support 

and prevention charities – PAPYRUS and Making Families Count. 

We asked Stephen if he could share a bit more about his personal 
experience and to tell us about the work of these two organisations.  

‘At the time my son died I was a prison governor working in London when 

Chris sent me a text message which said. “I'm sorry. I love you. Goodbye”. I 

later realised that was the moment when he had taken his own life. He was 
26 years old and my only child. 

I struggled to come to terms with this unimaginable loss and when I 
returned to work I was given a new role identifying prisons for closure and 

then closing seven prisons. The prison service then pressed me to take 
early retirement and that gave me an opportunity to take on the role of 
Chairman of PAPYRUS.’ 

The charity PAPYRUS was founded by parents who had lost children to 
suicide and wanted to prevent the same 
thing happening to other children and 
families. The name PAPYRUS comes from 

'parents association for the prevention of young suicide'. Central is the 
belief that suicide is preventable and we can support people through the 

suicidal feelings they are currently experiencing. 

There were 5,642 suicides in 2022, around three-quarters were men. The 
highest rate of suicide is by men aged 50 to 54. And there are about 1,500 
suicides of young people between the ages of 10 and 23, making it the 
single biggest cause of young deaths.  

Recent evidence suggests suicide is also likely to be greatest amongst 
those with a diagnosis of autism or who have autistic traits. We know that 

autism is a lifelong neurodevelopmental condition consisting of difficulties 
in social communication, adapting to unexpected change, heightened 

mailto:parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com
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 sensory sensitivity and restricted interests. It is hardly surprising that many 
who experience suicidal ideation, or who go on to take their own life, have a 

diagnosis of autism, or might have had if they had been assessed. Stephen 
says ‘I do not believe there is just one reason why someone might take their 
own life. Many young people experience incidents of bullying, or 
relationship or financial difficulties, or fail examinations, or don’t get the job 
they want, but they don’t opt for ending their own life. 

However, when a number of factors come together, it can lead some to lose 
all hope and see suicide as an escape 

from the feelings they are 
experiencing. This is when the 
support of family or friends, or a 
suicide prevention charity, can help 

them to find a way through their 
difficulties.’ 

During Stephen’s time as Chairman 
PAPYRUS grew from strength to 

strength, increasing income from a 
few hundred thousand pounds to 

over £5 million. 

A number of regional offices were 
opened and the helpline service was 

made available 24/7. https://www.papyrus-uk.org/papyrus-HOPELINE247/ 

The 24-hour helpline is available to young people up to the age of 23 and to 

parents and professionals. It is staffed by mental health professionals who 
provide advice and support. Unlike other charities the advisors will contact 
the police if a caller is actively taking their own life, something which the 
Samaritans would not do for reasons of confidentiality. (https://
www.samaritans.org/) 

PAPYRUS has also campaigned to have action taken against online sites that 
encourage suicide and to change the way coroners reach a suicide verdict. 

.. To be continued in the May edition, when we look at the work of Making 
Families Count. 

Language and suicide 

Nowadays, it is not considered 
appropriate to use the term 
'committed suicide' since suicide is 
no longer a criminal offence and 
all the religions accept that it is 
also no longer a sin.  

This recognises that if someone 
takes their own life, they do so 
because they are struggling with 
anxiety and depression or are 
seriously unwell.  

https://www.papyrus-uk.org/papyrus-HOPELINE247/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://www.samaritans.org/
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Hope Springs Eternal 

During the COVID lockdowns Eccleshall Methodist 
chapel produced three booklets of thoughts and 
prayers, submitted by various members. Here 

follows some edited extracts from the Spring 
booklet for you to enjoy and ponder without 
further explanation. 

*** “The first word that comes to mind when I 

think of spring is ‘hope’. A time when the days 
become longer and our gardens and countryside 
begin to burst into life. It is a time when we as 
Christians celebrate that God has given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus. Spring is such a significant time of hope 

for everyone when we move from the cooler dark winter gradually into 

brighter warmer summertime. We pray and hope that we can put some of 
our concerns and stresses of the past months behind us. We hope that as 
we move into spring we can see our friends and loved ones and meet as a 
church family for worship. This relationship between spring and hope has 
been summed up by a renowned philosopher (Bernard Williams): 

‘The day the Lord created hope was probably the same day he created 
Spring.’” 

***    After the winter… God sends the Spring 

  Springtime is a season of Hope and Joy and Cheer, 

  There’s beauty all around us to see and touch and hear…. 

  So, no matter how discouraged and disheartened we may be, 

  New hope is born when we behold leaves budding on a tree… 

  Or when we see a timid flower push through the frozen sod 

  And open wide in glad surprise, it’s petalled eyes to God… 

  For this is just God saying, “lift up your eyes to Me, 

  And the bleakness of your spirit, like the budding springtime tree, 

  Will lose its wintry darkness and your heavy heart will sing” – 

  For God never sends the Winter without the Joy of Spring. 

Helen Steiner Rice 
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 *** “For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what 
is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and 

praise to sprout up before all the nations.” (Isaiah 61:11 ESV) 

God,  your seeds of righteousness and praise have been planted in the 
earth. May I be like a “sprout” in your garden, sprouting up in hope, as I 
grow in you. Fortify me with the strength as I “burst forth” into who I have 
been created to be in you. 

*** “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a 
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in 

the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” (Isaiah 43:18-19 NIV) 

Father, thank you for the reminder of “renewal” that spring represents to us 
in the earth. I am excited and expectant of your goodness in this spring 
season. Prepare me for all the new and wonderful things you have for my 

life. Help me to keep “springing forward” in my journey with you! 

*** Spring is an expression of Almighty God speaking through His 
magnificent creation. There is revelation of truth all around us. 

Yes, God is good: in earth and sky, 

From ocean’s depths and spreading wood, 
Ten thousand voices seem to cry, 

“God made us all, and God is good.” 

The merry birds prolong the strain, 
Their song with every spring renewed; 

And balmy air, and falling rain, 

Each softly whispers, “God is good.” 

John Gurney (1802-1862) 

*** “Father, I thank you for the “March winds and April showers that bring 
May flowers.” Father, You know what is necessary to prepare me for what 

You have in store for my life. Help me to receive what You have for me. 
Prepare me as You prepare the seeds. Grow me strong, nourish and protect 
me with Your truth so that I can break through the dirt, sprouting into a 
healthy “flower” that radiates Your glory in the earth.” 

Dorothy Kirkham, for Eccleshall Churches Together 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+61:11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+43:18-19
https://finestofthewheat.org/hymn-index#John-Gurney
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Would you like your 
newspaper delivered? 

 

News Team is the company that restarted deliveries to 
Eccleshall and surrounding areas when you were left without 

a newspaper delivery service. 
 

We had a very short time to visit everybody in the area when 
we found out so are sorry if we missed you. 

 

If you would like to have your newspapers or magazines 
delivered early in the morning we are here to help. 

 

For more information please call 01782 959538 
or visit 

www.newsteamgroup.co.uk 

P & M Edwards 
                 

Suppliers of 
    Eccleshall in Bloom 
           Award Winning 
     

 

Bedding · Conifers · Shrubs 

Perennials · Trees 

Heathers & Alpines · Compost & 

Peat 

Roses · Climbing Plants 
 

WALLED NURSERY OPEN 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

 
 

Johnson Hall Nurseries 
Newport Road, Eccleshall 

 

Telephone (01785) 850400 
www.pandmedwards.co.uk 

Email: thewallednursery@ 
pandmedwards.co.uk 

mailto:thewallednursery@pandmedwards.co.uk
mailto:thewallednursery@pandmedwards.co.uk
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Continued on page 27 

Recycling 

Where to start? It’s such a big and confusing subject – there seem to be so 
many dos and don’ts. However, I’ll start with a few facts and hopefully it will 
help to make things clearer. 

Recycling is worthwhile because it saves resources, reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions, saves energy and saves money. For example making twenty 
aerosols from recycled materials uses the same energy as making one from 
scratch; making four plastic shampoo bottles from recycled materials uses 
the same energy as making one from scratch. 

The four main materials that are recycled are: 

Paper 

Metal  

Glass 

Plastics 

All these are collected from the kerbside and taken to the nearest MRF 
(materials recovery facility) where they are separated. There’s not enough 
space here to describe how this is done but if you ever get a chance to look 
round an MRF do take it – it’s fascinating. 

Paper comes out in bundles which are then pulped in a tank containing water 
and certain chemicals which separate the fibres. The water is then removed 
by drying and rolling. Paper can be recycled up to four or five times and is 
generally used for newspapers, toilet rolls, kitchen towels and tissues. 
Recycling one tonne of paper saves seventeen trees and uses 70% less water 
and energy than making virgin paper. 

Metals are separated into ferrous such as baked bean tins and non-ferrous 
such as aluminium drinks cans. Both types of metal can be recycled over and 
over again and generally use 90 to 95% less energy than using virgin metals 
which have to be mined. 

Glass is separated into different colours in the MRF and crushed into pellets 
which are then melted. Making glass from scratch involves heating the raw 
materials to sixteen hundred degrees centigrade, whereas melting recycled 
glass can be done at much lower temperatures using 40% less energy, not to 
mention all the raw materials saved. As with metal glass can be recycled 
almost ad infinitum and glass was one of the first materials to be regularly 
collected and recycled in the UK. 
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Showing monthly on Thursdays at 7.30pm at 
The Royal Oak, Eccleshall 
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Continued from page 25 

Plastic is the most problematic material when it comes to recycling, not 
least because there are so many different types, and it is important to 
make sure only the right type of plastic goes into the blue bin.  Most plastic 
packaging these days comes with a little label saying either ‘Recycle’, ‘Don’t 
recycle at home – recycle in larger superstores’, or ‘Not yet recyclable’, so 
it’s always worth having a look for this before throwing the item away. Like 
paper plastic can only be recycled a few times as it reduces in value each 
time. 

Am I supposed to leave you with some practical advice about recycling? 
Well the best advice I can give is “If in doubt, leave it out”. If stuff that can’t 
be recycled gets into the blue bin it can often mean a whole load is 
contaminated - at a considerable cost to the council. Recycle as much as 
you can and only what you can. You’ll be doing the planet a huge favour. 

Amanda Graham 

Amanda  volunteers with Waste-Savvy Staffs 

ECCLESHALL SINGERS - FUNDRAISING CONCERT 

In aid of Repointing the Pinnacles on the Tower 

of St Chad’s Church, Seighford 

Saturday 27th April 2024 
7.30 pm at 

St Chad’s Church, Seighford 
 

Tickets £7.50 (Including 
Interval refreshments) 

 
Available from:  

Maureen Howe - 07960 330494 
      Chris Howe - 07809 147944 
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Price and Stubbs 

(A. Boulton & Sons Ltd) 

Est 1946 

COMPLETE FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

MILL STREET, STONE 

01785 812556 

· DAY OR NIGHT   · PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
· FLORAL TRIBUTES · MEMORIALS 
· CATERING    · PRE-PAYMENT SCHEMES 
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 PAUL WALKER & KAREN 

PFEIFFER IN CONCERT 
BROUGHTON PARISH ROOM, WETWOOD 

(ST21 6NW) 

SATURDAY, 27th APRIL 2024, 7.30 pm 

Paul and Karen are a charming Anglo-German duo 
based locally and if you haven’t heard them 
performing before you are in for a treat.  www.paulwalkermusic.co.uk 

As well as being happy to stage a gig in their own village hall for a change 
from globe-trotting, Paul and Karen have very kindly offered to put this one 
on to help raise some funds for Broughton Tennis Club.  The previously held 
annual fund-raising concerts staged through the Live & Local rural touring 
arts organisation appear to have come to an end. 

There will be a bar on the night from 7 pm plus tea, coffee and biscuits in 
the interval. The performance starts at 7.30 pm and tickets priced at £10/
adults and £6/under-16s will be available from Judy Thompstone (01630 
673104) and Louise Butter (01630 620479). 

Adbaston Community Concert Society. 

 ACCS is excited to share details of the first two concerts in the 2024 season. 

Sunday 5th May    Manchester Camerata 

(Mozart - Flute Quartet, Britten - Phantasy Trio for Oboe and Strings, 

Beach - Theme and Variations of Flute and Strings, Mozart - Oboe Quartet) 

Sunday 7th July     Francaix Wind Trio  

(Performers for concerts on Sunday 1st Sept and 3rd November to be confirmed ) 

All concerts are held at the Church of St Michael and all Angels, 

Adbaston, ST200QE at 5.30pm. 

Tickets are £10 in advance or on the door. 

There is nearby free parking and, during the concert interval, light 
refreshments are served for which we ask for a donation. 

www.adbastonccs.org.uk with Society details and contacts. 

Looking forward to welcoming you to the concerts!   

http://www.paulwalkermusic.co.uk/
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Optometrists & Dispensing Opticians 

• NHS & Private examinations 

• Professional Advice 

• Designer & Budget frames  

• Contact lenses   

Opening Hours:  Monday – Friday 9.00 – 5.30, Saturdays 9.00 – 1.00 

www.mganda.co.uk 

56 High Street 
Eccleshall 
ST21 6BZ 
01785 851015 
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Children’s Page 
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6 Castle Street, 
Eccleshall, ST21 6DF 

01785 850199 

 
 

New Patients & Emergencies Welcome  
 

Eccleshall Dental Clinic is able to offer a wide variety of 
general dentistry, hygienist services and cosmetic treatments 

including dental implants, whitening and cosmetic braces. 

 

Please contact the practice on 01785 850199 for more information 
 

Opening hours 
Monday - 8.30am-7.45pm       

Tuesday –Friday- 8.30am-5.45pm 
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Continued on page 35 

Poetry from the Poetry Group 

April  

April brings us many things: 

lambs bounce around as if on springs, 

on the hedge a blackbird sings, 

around new blooms a bumblebee wings, 

here and there late snowfall clings 

and lovers dream of wedding rings. 

These are just some of the many things 

that April brings.  

Elizabeth Leaper 
(Eccleshall Poetry Group) 

Read any Poems recently? 

Poetry? Did your willingness to even look at a poetry book die in your 
school days? It’s not like that now!  

 “Poetry is life distilled” declared American poet Gwendolyn Brooks, and 
whether you’ve discovered poetry in later life, or you’ve always been a 
devotee of poetry, you’ll find fellow poetry-lovers gathered together for a 
couple of hours in Eccleshall on the 1st and 3rd Thursday afternoon of each 
month. There is a different theme for each meeting. (Details on p. 39) 

Transport help 

We are very fortunate to have volunteer groups, within our own community 
and in Stafford, that help those in need to travel to places that they need to 
get to. Those groups both write here to tell us about what they offer and to 
invite people to join their organisations as volunteer drivers. 

Community Help 

Since its inception in 2018 the Eccleshall Voluntary Car Scheme has been 
helping local people with transport to and from medical appointments with 
the help of local voluntary drivers. 

Since then over 100 local people have registered for the scheme and every 
week the scheme’s drivers have been taking people to hospital 
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Continued from page 33 

appointments, doctors, opticians, chiropodists, dentists in fact anything 
medical.  
The scheme was founded and is 
coordinated by Peter and Joy Jones since 
the Staffordshire County Council’s 
Community Transport department provided 
assistance in its setting up and the scheme 
operates under SCC guidelines. 

To register for the scheme as a passenger or 
driver or simply to find out more information contact Peter and Joy on 01785 
851381 / 07815 419166 or email peterwjones@btinternet.com. 
www.eccleshallvoluntarycarscheme.org.uk 

Stafford Transport Charity Needs You! 

Community Link Stafford & District is sending out a rallying cry for volunteers 
after the start of 2024 saw a record number of new members. 

The local charity, which has 5 wheelchair accessible vehicles and 36 
minibuses, has been running for 21 years taking people who struggle to 
access public transport where they need to be. Whether it’s to medical 
appointments, shopping, or socialising, Community Link strives to enhance 
the quality of life of their members. The increased requests from new and 
existing members are seeing their current volunteer team stretched thin. 

Volunteer Manager Lauren Walker says: “Our volunteers are absolutely 
amazing and we’re very proud of the service we offer to the community. 
January has been a really busy month and we desperately need more hands 
on deck to cope with our requests and help us grow throughout the coming 
year. Our aim is that no-one in the Stafford community feels isolated or 
lonely. Even a couple of hours a week would make a massive difference to 
our members.” 
If you have accessibility needs it’s good to know that Community Link covers 

Eccleshall too. 

If you can help, or if you know someone who would benefit from Community 
Link’s services, contact Lauren on 01785 252050, email 
info@communitylinkstafford.co.uk, or visit their website at 
www.communitylinkstafford.co.uk  

mailto:info@communitylinkstafford.co.uk
http://www.communitylinkstafford.co.uk
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THE PARISH REGISTERS 

Where appropriate, services that are held after the date that Trinity magazine has 
gone to print will be shown on the Parish Registers page in the following issue. 

Prayer Support 
Do you know of someone who is in need of prayer? There is a small group 
of people who pray for needs in the Parish. If you would like a prayer for 
yourself, a loved one or someone you know but are not sure who to turn 
to, please ring Kate Griffiths on 01785 850948 and we will ensure you or 

they are prayed for. 

  Funerals & Interments  

 
17 February 2024  James Sharratt 
          Burial of Ashes at St Chad’s, Slindon 
 
22 February 2024  Anne Baines 
          Funeral Service at Holy Trinity following  
          Committal at Stafford Crematorium 

 

Sincere condolences to all who mourn 

Kathleen Stevenson passed away peacefully in her sleep on 
Mother's Day, 10th March, aged 89.  
Kathleen will be fondly remembered as Mrs Kath from Southwell 
House Nursery School.  
Kath and Paul Stevenson did everything together. In their 65th year 
of marriage they could not be apart so Paul followed and passed 
away peacefully, one week later on Sunday, 17th March, aged 
87. They will both be sadly missed by all their family and friends. 
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JOHN REEVES 

www.johnreeves.co.uk 
New Inn Bank Stafford ST21 6HD
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Forthcoming Events 

APRIL 2024 

Wednesday 3rd 11-11.30am 
Holy Communion Service in Holy Trinity 
Church 

Thursday 4th 2.00-4.00pm 

Eccleshall Poetry Group in Eccleshall 
Methodist Hall “Yeats and Heaney” 

Monday 8th 7.30pm  
Eccleshall Historical Society - meets in 
Holy Trinity Parish Room “A delve into the 
(Johnson) dictionary” Sue Bray 

Wednesdays 10th, 17th & 24th 8-9pm  
Eccleshall Community Band rehearse in 
Holy Trinity Church 

Wednesdays 10th and 24th 10-12 
Coffee and Fellowship in Holy Trinity 
Parish Room 

Thursday 11th 7.30pm 
Eccleshall WI in Holy Trinity Parish Room 
"The Golden Age of Stagecoaching" with 
Steve Booth 

Thursday 18th 2.00-4.00pm 

Eccleshall Poetry Group in Eccleshall 
Methodist Hall “Shakespeare’s birthday - 
Happy and Glorious ” 

Thursday 18th 7.30pm  
Eccleshall Community Cinema film 
showing at The Royal Oak See p. 26 

Friday 26th 10.00am 
TMF Walk in Stone area. Lunch at The 
George and Dragon  

Saturday 27th 7.30pm 
Paul Walker and Karen Pfeiffer in Concert 
at Broughton Parish Room  See p. 29 

Saturday 27th 7.30pm 
Eccleshall Singers Fundraising Concert at 
St Chad’s Church, Seighford  See p 27 

MAY 2024 

Wednesday 1st 11-11.30am 
Holy Communion Service in Holy Trinity 
Church 

Wednesdays 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd 8-9pm  
Eccleshall Community Band rehearse in 
Holy Trinity Church 

Thursday 2nd 2.00-4.00pm 

Eccleshall Poetry Group in Eccleshall 
Methodist Hall “The Moon” 

Sunday 5th 5.30 pm 
Adbaston Community Concert Society at 
Adbaston Church - Manchester 
Camerata. For programme See p. 29 

Wednesdays 8th and 22nd 10-12 
Coffee and Fellowship in Holy Trinity 
Parish Room 

Thursday 9th 7.30pm 
Eccleshall WI in Holy Trinity Parish Room 
“Quirky Flower Arrangements “ with Pam 
Moseley  

Monday 13th 7.30pm  
Eccleshall Historical Society - meets in 
Holy Trinity Parish Room “Pirates! The 
Fact And The Fiction ” Max Keen 

Thursday 16th 2.00-4.00pm 

Eccleshall Poetry Group in Eccleshall 
Methodist Hall “Poems from our Youth” 

Thursday 23rd 7.30pm  
Eccleshall Community Cinema film 
showing at The Royal Oak See p. 26 

Friday 31st 10.00am 
TMF Walk in Eccleshall area. Lunch at The 
Royal Oak 

  

If you would like to give notice of forthcoming events for May and June please let 
us know by 7th April at the latest (details on page 43). 

Contact details for events can be found on pages 42 and 43. 
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Church Contacts 
For all general enquiries including Weddings and Baptisms 

Parish Administrator Emily Howard 

Telephone: 07522 713459    Email: parishad.eccleshall@gmail.com 

Office hours Tuesdays and Thursdays 9.00am- 12.00 noon 

or 

Churchwarden Kate Griffiths 

01785 850948 or email:warren-kate@talktalk.net 

*** 

Funerals 

Churchwarden Kate Griffiths 

01785 850948 or email:warren-kate@talktalk.net 

*** 

Holy Trinity Churchyard or other matters 

Churchwardens 

Jonathan Jones: churchwardeneccleshall@gmail.com 

Tony Jones: 01785 850186 or email agjones11@btinternet.com 

*** 

                 For matters relating to St. Chad’s Slindon 

                Churchwarden John Treanor 

Telephone:01785 851378   Email: johnmtreanor1@gmail.com 

Notes from Trinity Magazine Team 

If you know of anyone who would like to subscribe to TRINITY and have 

the magazines delivered (in the Eccleshall and surrounding area) do get in 

touch with Ron or Charles - distributor co-ordinators - see page 43 

Please send articles or forthcoming events for the May 2024 issue of 

TRINITY by 7th April 2024 to Hazel and Emily Email:           

    parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com              Ed. 

TRINITY magazine Income February/March 
Subscriptions: J Weston £80.50 R Winstanley £316.50  T Knowles £175.50
 J Banks £120.50 K Woodman £32.50 Y Davies £98.00 D Lees £20.00 
 D Finney £65.00 J Turnock £55.70 M&C Firth £57.00 J&T Norton £90.00
 J James £58.50  J Arthur £58.50 M Harper £100.00 J Treanor £242.50
 R Biggs £6.50 
Church and surgery income: from £5.20 

Ron Biggs Trinity Magazine Treasurer 

mailto:parishad.eccleshall@gmail.com
mailto:warren-kate@talktalk.net
mailto:warren-kate@talktalk.net
mailto:churchwardeneccleshall@gmail.com
mailto:johnmtreanor1@gmail.com
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Church Service Rotas for April 

Date 

7th April 
The Second Sunday 

of Easter  

14th April 
The Third Sunday 

of Easter  

21st April 
The Fourth Sunday 

of Easter   

28th April 
The Fifth Sunday 

of Easter 

Holy 
Trinity 
10am 

  
Holy Communion 
with Holy Baptism 

  

  
Holy Communion 

  

  
Holy Communion 

  

  
Holy Communion 

  

Sides-
people 

A Dale 
J Dale 

N Reynolds 
C Reynolds 

T Jones 
L Jones 

P Jones 
Joy Jones 

Eucharistic 
Officer 

A Braithwaite  G Dingle  A Braithwaite G Dingle 

Prayers  P Jones B Dodd  J Norton 
  

B Braithwaite 
  

Reading 1 
Acts 4 32-35 
N Reynolds 

Acts 3 12-19 
C Jones 

Acts 4 5-12 
J Turnock 

Acts 8 26-40 
H Edge 

Reading 2 
1 John 1 1-2.2 

C Reynolds 
1 John 3 1-7 

M Jones 
1 John 3 16-24 

P Stewart 
1 John 4 7-21 

I Edge 

St Chad’s 

11.30am 

  
Matins 

  

  
Holy Communion 

  

  
Holy Communion 

(followed by AGM) 
  

  
Holy Communion 

  

Readings 
As 10am 

Margaret Bardsley 
As 10am 

The Whitfields 
As 10am 

Sue Bramall 
As 10am 

Lorna Sant 

Other services, events and activities 

Wednesday 3rd April – Holy Communion – 11am with Revd Stephen 
 

Sunday 21st April - St. Chad’s AGM 12.30pm (following 11.30am service) 

Link to Zoom services (subject to availability of A/V technicians ): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87379543140?pwd=aUJhbXV6ZDg1MnN4K2NxdXRaMndrQT09 

 Meeting ID: 873 7954 3140         Passcode: 240933 

Smile Line - Heaven 
Seen in a parish magazine: “We shall be meeting on Wednesday, when the 
subject will be  ‘Heaven – how do we get there?’  Transport by bus is available at 
6.45pm opposite the King’s Arms. 
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Town Contacts 
GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS 

Adbaston Community Concert Society: 
01785 850967 www.adbastonccs.org.uk 
Art Group: Ann 01785 748061 and Joy 01785 851885  
British Red Cross Society: 258155 
Ecc. Allotments Association:  Adam Pike 
               Eccleshallaa@gmail.com  
Ecc. Bridge Club: Margaret Atkins 01782 796201 
Eccleshall Community Band: Hazel Bradshaw 851259 
Ecc. Community Centre Bookings: 
Libby Dale 850124     
Ecc. Community Cinema: Keith Winstanley 859908 
Ecc. Cricket Club: Andy Buttery 284242 
Ecc. & Dist. 41 Club: Martin Ratcliffe 07831 277398 
Ecc. Festival: Vacant 
Ecc. Historical Society: Lester Stuart 850826 
Ecc. Library Book Group: Ros Taylor 01785 859068 
Ecc. Poetry Group: Thelma Whitfield 01785 760017  
Ecc. Show Society: Mary Cartmail 07702 240511  
Ecc. Singers: Chris Howe 01785 282785 

choweharrier@live.co.uk  
Ecc. Trefoil Guild: Nicci Holdcroft 
   npholdcroft@aol.com 
Ecc. Trust: Sharon Lynch 851046 
Ecc. Voluntary Car Scheme Peter Jones 01785 
851381 / 07815419166 peterwjones@btinternet.com 
www.eccleshallvoluntarycarscheme.org.uk 
Ecc. W.I.: Joan Davies 851412 
Ecc. Young Farmers: Jessica Bradley 07794362260 
Ecclian Society: Brian Freeman 851590 
Indoor Bowls Club: Joe Yeomans 851255 
Katharine House Hospice-Eccleshall Support 
Group: Helen Deane 850071 
Methodist Church Room Bookings:  
Anne Ainsworth 850722  
National Women’s Register: Mary Busby 850854 
Neighbourhood Watch: John Baldry 850004 
The Over 60s Club: Jenny Oldbury 01785 850490 
Rotary Club of Eccleshall Mercia: John Ogbourne, 
Secretary 07796 273885  john@ogbourne.co.uk 
Royal British Legion (Eccleshall Branch): 
Clive Blakeway 01952 550205 
North Staffs Riding for the Disabled: 
Jane Banks  northstaffsrda@gmail.com or 07428376437  
Staffordshire Marquetry Group:  
Quentin Smith 850614 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust: 
David Lovatt 01782 680250 
Tennis Club: Mark Embrey 851265 

 

ECCLESHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Ros Taylor 01785  859068 

email: ros.taylor@eccleshallparishcouncil.co.uk  
Clerk to Parish Council: Mrs. Stacey Worden 
16 Newport Road, Great Bridgeford ST18 9PR 
01785 282296 eccleshallpc@gmail.com 

 

RECYCLING CENTRES 
Closed Christmas Day Boxing Day & New Year’s Day 

Open Bank Holidays 9am-5pm 
St. Alban’s Rd, Stafford 
Open: Winter :  9am-4.30pm Mon Tues Fri Sat & Sun  
Summer: 9-6 Mon Tues Fri    9-5 Sat and Sun   
Stone Recycling Centre 
Open: Winter :  9am-4.30pm Wed Thurs Fri Sat & Sun 
Summer: 9-6 Wed  Thurs  Fri    9-5 Sat and Sun   
 

 

ECCLESHALL LIBRARY 0300 111 8000 
Sun/Mon Closed  Tues 9am-5pm  Wed 9am-1pm 

Thurs 9am-5pm  Fri 9am-5pm  Sat 9am-1pm 

 
YOUNG PEOPLE & CHILDREN 

Bishop Lonsdale C. of E. Academy: 
Principal:  Mrs Claire Jones  01785 336512 
 

1st Eccleshall SCOUTS 
Beavers: Monday 6pm to 7pm 
Cubs: Wednesday 6.30-8 pm 
Explorers: Thursday 7.30-9.30pm 
Scouts: Friday 7.30-9.30 pm  
Contact: e-mail firsteccleshallscouts@outlook.com 
 

GUIDES 
Unfortunately there are currently no Guides, Brownies 

or Rainbows units running in Eccleshall. For 
information about local units you can visit 

www.girlguidi.org.uk 
 

HEALTH 
G P Practice 
The Crown Surgery, High Street, Eccleshall 
 Telephone  01785 850226 for appointments  
  www.crownsurgery.org.uk 
Hospital Visiting Times. 
 County Hospital Stafford  257731    3-8 pm  
 Royal Stoke University Hospital     
  01782 715444    2-4 pm, 7-8 pm 
First Responders: Jay Eames 07834 
919194 www.eccleshallcfrs.org.uk  
Requests for Hospital Radio Stafford : 223456  
Pharmacist (High St. Eccleshall) 850057 
Shires Veterinary Practice  01785 907185  

 

HELP NEEDED! 
Medical Emergency (seriously ill/injured/life-saving)/ 
 Police Emergency/Fire: 999 
Urgent medical advice or treatment: 111 
Police: Non Emergency Number 101 
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 
Samaritans: 24-hours:  Free Call Number 116123 
 or email  jo@samaritans.org 
Citizens Advice Bureau: 258673 or 814806  
Relate (Marriage Guidance) : 242779  
Bereavement and Loss Support Service :                                     
01782 263455  & 01785 211734 
NSPCC (24-hour line):  0800 800 500 
GAS emergency number:  0800 111 999 
ELECTRICITY emergency number:  0800 328 1111 
WATER emergency number:  0800 783 4444 
British Rail Enquiries:  08457 484950 
Staffordshire Bus Line Information: 223344            

Eccleshall Website  www.eccleshallguide.org 
Parish Council Website 

www.eccleshallparishcouncil.co.uk 

mailto:Eccleshallaa@gmail.com
mailto:john@ogbourne.co.uk
mailto:northstaffsrda@gmail.com
mailto:ros.taylor@eccleshallparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.eccleshallcfrs.org.uk/
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

VICAR 
Revd Phillip Johnson 

01785 848604 
vicar@eccleshall.church 
 

Emily Howard 
07522 713459 
parishad.eccleshall@gmail.com 
 

ASSISTANT PRIEST 
Revd Stephen Habgood 

stephen.habgood@btopenworld.com 
 

LICENSED READER 
Geoff Dingle 
Email: geoffdingle.plus.com 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Kate Griffiths, The Malthouse, 82 High Street, 850948 
Jonathan Jones,  1 Kerry Lane  851237 
Tony Jones, Rumford Redoubt, Newport Road 850186 
John Treanor, Lower House, Sugnall Parva 851378 
 

Lay Chairmen   John Treanor 851378 
     Jonathan Jones 851237 
Treasurer    
Finance Officers   
Deanery Synod Representatives 
Hazel Bradshaw, Kate Griffiths , Jonathan Jones 
Other Elected Church Council Members 
(S represents Slindon) 
John Bradshaw, Sue Bramall (S), Isobel Edge, Linda Jones, 
John Leather (S), Susan Marsh, David Milner (S), Judith 
Norton, Chris Reynolds, Nancy Reynolds, Vivien Rolwey, 
Jenny Turnock  
 
Parish Website: www.ecclshallparish.com 

Facebook Page :  Parish of Eccleshall 
 

ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER 

Steve Enock  01785 851873 
 

ST. CHAD’S, SLINDON  
Churchwarden: John Treanor 851378 

Treasurer:  John Leather 850888 
Secretary: Sue Marsh 

Health & Safety Coordinator: John Treanor 

CHURCH GROUPS 
Monday Bible Study Group:See page 7 
Parish Prayer Group: Judith Norton 859390 
Eccleshall Handbell Ringers: David Sandham 859950 
Tower Bells: Warren Griffiths 850948  
Trinity Men’s Fellowship: Rob Hughes 851372 
 

OTHER CHURCH PERSONNEL 
Parish Room Bookings Secretary: 

Isy Edge 01785 859555 / 07496 032668  
isobeledge@hotmail.com  
Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinators: 

Hazel Bradshaw 01785 851259 
Vivien Rowley 07795086544  
Electoral Roll Officer: Kate Griffiths 850948 
Flower Guild Rota: Kate Griffiths 850948 
Sanctuary Cleaning Rota:  
Lady Chapel Cleaning Rota:  
Sidesmen's Rota: Emily 07522 713459 
Health & Safety Coordinator: Kate Griffiths 850948 
 

 

ECCLESHALL METHODIST CHURCH 

Superintendent Minister: Rev. David Bintliff  01785 615218 
Minister: Rev. Jimione Kaci 

Circuit Office: Mrs. Leigh Reade 01785 229973 
Lettings: Mrs. Anne Ainsworth 01785 850722 

 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
Fr. Gerry Doyle 01785 813951 

 

ECCLESHALL CHURCHES TOGETHER 
Dorothy Kirkham 851778 

 

THE TRINITY MAGAZINE TEAM 
Email: parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com 

PLEASE  SEND articles photographs and forthcoming 
events for the magazine, by the 7th of the month, to:  

Magazine Team Email: parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com  
(or Emily on 07522 713459, or Hazel on 01785 851259 ) 

Editors Hazel Bradshaw  01785 851259 
   Emily Howard  07522 713459 
Slindon Contact Anthea Treanor 851378 
   antheatreanor@gmail.com 
Advertising Sales Emily Howard 07522 713459 
& Accounts  
Distribution  Charles Taylor 01782 658832 
     Mobile 07484 890439 
     Ron Biggs 850512 
Treasurer   Ron Biggs 850512 
(Subscriptions)   
 

Church Contacts 

Printed by: Creative Copy ‘n’ Colour Limited, Eccleshall. Tel: 01785 850193 
www.creativebee-ltd.co.uk  

Please send articles or forthcoming events for the May 2024 issue of 
Trinity magazine to Hazel and Emily by 7th April 2024. 

Email: parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com  

If any of our advertisers would like to 
have an editorial article in the 

magazine, do get in touch 
with Hazel and Emily at 

parishmag.eccleshall@gmail.com 
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April Services 
at Holy Trinity, Eccleshall & St. Chad’s, Slindon 

3rd April, Wednesday Service 

11.00 - 11.30am   Holy Trinity - Holy Communion 

10am - 11am    Holy Trinity - Holy Communion with Holy Baptism 

11.30am - 12.30pm St Chad’s - Matins 

14th April, 

10am - 11am    Holy Trinity - Holy Communion 

11.30am - 12.30pm St Chad’s - Holy Communion 

April, 

10am - 11am    Holy Trinity - Holy Communion 

11.30am - 12.30pm St Chad’s - Holy Communion (followed by AGM) 

28th April, 

10am - 11am    Holy Trinity - Holy Communion 

11.30am - 12.30pm St Chad’s - Holy Communion 

(See page 41 for Sunday service rotas)   

   

If you would like to receive a copy of our News and Information Sheet (usually fortnightly) 
and weekly Readings and Intercessions sheets via email, please contact The Parish 

Administrator, Emily Howard: Telephone: 07522 713459 
Email: parishad.eccleshall@gmail.com 


